
Our Pride and Joy

Volume 15 Issue 5 May 1, 2015

This Issue Contains

Feature Story 1 Directors Message 4

Club Information Page 2 Northstar Board Meeting Minutes 5

Editors Message 3 Northstar Region Events 15

Trivia 3

Welcome to the

Northstar News, the

monthly publication of

the Northstar Region

of the Lincoln and

Continental Owners

Club. We value your

opinions and appreciate

your input concerning

this newsletter and the

operation of the club.

This is your club.

Francis and Micki Kalvoda with their
1979 Mark V Collector’s Series

When possible, I name my collector vehicles after their former owner. My
1979 Mark V Collector’s Series was originally purchased by Zora Chipp of Rock
Springs, WY. Zora passed away in February, 2008 and I purchased the big beau-
tiful white coupe from her granddaughter Lisa and her husband Joe in March
2008. When I saw this car on eBay, I knew I wanted it. I always liked the styling
of the Mark V especially the Collector’s Series which is extremely luxurious.
Most of these ultra luxury coupes were blue with blue cloth interior but Zora or-
dered her white car with blue leather interior. It certainly compliments the blue
leather dash pad, the blue leather wrapped tool kit, and blue leather covered
owner’s manual which were standard only on the Collector’s Series. Lincoln also
provided an engraved name plate on the dash as well as the owner’s initials on
each door. All who ride with me are reminded that this fine car was made for
Zora Chipp.

After I purchased the car and had it shipped to Willmar, MN Zora’s grand-
daughter Lisa sent me a copy of the 1979 photo with Zora and her new Mark V.
On the back of the photo Zora had written “Remember me like this”. Twenty two
years later she sold the Mark V to her granddaughter and husband Joe. They

(Continued on page 2)



2

NORTHSTAR NEWS

Members and guests are welcome to attend the Board Meetings. Our meeting location will be printed elsewhere in the
newsletter, as it often will be held in conjunction with other club events.
Articles and other information for the newsletter should be sent to David Gustafson, Editor, at 308 Brandywine Drive,
Burnsville, MN 55337.

Pride and Joy continued...

Board Of Directors - 2015

Title Name Phone Numbers email

Regional Director Bob Johnson H(651)257-1715 arborbob41@aol.com

Director at Large Tom Brace H(651)644-1716 trbrace@comcast.net

Technical Consultant Ron Fenelon H(320)763-4197 rlf8536@gctel.net

Director at Large Dennis Owens H(612)269-6482

Activities Director Jay White H(952)432-5939 jay@jwhiteandassoc.com

Publications/
Membership

Dave Gustafson H(952)435-1919 davidwgustafson@att.net

Treasurer Harvey Oberg H(651)739-9754

Secretary Roger Wothe
H(952)473-3038
O(952)583-5339

rwothe@mchsi.com

Director Bob Roth H(763)475-1429

Sunshine Secretary Faythe Oberg H(651)739-9754

Director at Large Richard Eilers H(218)393-5747 dickido@aol.com

continued to give Zora and her
Mark V the care and respect
they deserved. Since 2008, I
have enjoyed the Mark V and
completed the necessary main-
tenance so someday it can be
enjoyed by someone else who
also appreciates the quality of
this fine car.

Micki and I have taken Zora
to many car shows, cruise nights, or just scenic rides while listening to vin-
tage 8-tracks. Zora gets admiring glances where ever we go. The photo of
the Mark V and me was taken at one of the last Early Ford V8 Club all
Ford meets before the St. Paul Ford Plant was closed and demolished. The
Ford Plant, Zora Chipp, and new large luxury coupes may all be memories,
but I am glad to be part of the Lincoln and Continental Owner’s Club to help preserve some of those memo-
ries for future generations.

I want to share some wonderful news about my true pride & joy. After nine months of worry, pain, and
frustration following Micki’s colon cancer surgery, chemo, and radiation; scans and tests for further tumors
all came back negative!!! Thank you for the cards, prayers, well wishes and concern. Keep praying that
Micki’s strength and stamina will improve and that all will be well.

(Continued from page 1)

Francis at the old Ford plant, St. Paul.

Zora Chip, the original owner
of the Mark V.



3

NORTHSTAR NEWS

Bob Newhart was

born and raised in

Oak Park, Illinois.

His parents were

Julia a housewife,

and George David

Newhart, a part-

owner of a plumbing

and heating-supply

business. Newhart

was educated at Ro-

man Catholic schools

in the Chicago area,

including St. Cath-

erine of Siena gram-

mar school in Oak

Park, and attended

St. Ignatius College

Prep (high school),

graduating in 1947.

He then enrolled at

Loyola University of

Chicago from which

he graduated in 1952

with a bachelor's de-

gree in business man-

agement.

Newhart was

drafted into the

United States Army

and served in the

United States during

(Continued on page 4)

Editors Message May 2015Trivia from the

Internet At long last, April is here along with
some pleasant weather. I have had the
1951 Cosmopolitan out for a few short
runs, along with the 1995 Mark VIII and
the 1955 Cadillac Fleetwood. All need
a few things, all minor, but I do have a
list and will start working on the list in
May.

Our April brunch at Dangerfields
was really good. The food and service
were excep-
tional and it
was modestly
priced. Our
thanks to Jay
White for his
work in making
the arrange-
ments. It really
is worth a re-
turn visit. We
have a busy
summer, so you
might want to
get your calen-
dar and make
notes on it for
what we have
planned for club activities. At the end
of May, we will be having our annual
show at Morries, and let us all keep our
fingers crossed for a nice sunny day.
While you are there, check out the nice
selection of new Lincolns at Morries.
Ask to take a test drive, you really will
be impressed with just how nice a car
they are.

Ford Motor Company unveiled the
all new Continental at the recent New
York Auto show. While not a produc-
tion model, the one that will appear in
early 2016 will bear a very significant
resemblance to the one shown. It is one
of several models that Lincoln will be
introducing over the next few years in
an effort to recapture market share lost
to upscale imports. I think, based upon
how the new Continental looks, they
will be successful.

This newsletter has been a bit of a
struggle. For the past few years, my
vision has been gradually getting worse,
due to slow developing cataracts in both
eyes. At the end of March, it was time
to fix this problem, rather than wait any
longer. An appointment was made with
our ophthalmologist, who in turn sched-
uled eye surgery for April 14 for the left
eye and April 27 for the right eye. To-

day, cataract
surgery is less
than a 30 min-
ute ordeal, in
which the old
lens is vac-
uumed out and
a new lens is
inserted. After-
wards, you wait
for about an
hour and are
sent home with
a protective
patch, which is
removed the
next day at the
doctor’s office.

The left eye went well, but I still don’t
have 20-20 vision as yet. I am trying to
finish the newsletter between eye sur-
geries and with any luck, I will be up to
the task.

Marion and I, along with some help
from Olga, managed to get the 2015
North Star club directory printed and
mailed. Software and a decent printer
make it easier to print. However, it is
printed in 8.5X11 inch landscape for-
mat, and has to be cut in half and
“combi” bound. The assembly is labor
intensive and 160 copies do take a lot of
time. We have added a vendor section
this year, hopefully it will be of use to
our members. Each directory printed
and mailed costs about $2.50.

Till next month. David, Marion and
Sweet Olga, the Samoyed.

Olga’s aunt, Samara is checking out a nice
looking boat tied up along the Willamette
River near Portland, OR. She is thinking that
a nice boat would be almost as much fun as
going for a ride in a new Lincoln.

Bob Newhard
1929 -
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April Showers and April flowers that is what
the last week has given us to start this beautiful
spring. During the last week we had 2 inches of
rain, and did that make the grass turn green fast.
It looks like winter is history and we will have a
really nice spring. We have so many things
planned for you, please check out our activity
schedule in this newsletter.

We need Pride and Joy articles from you
about your Lincoln, please write article now. This feature is the centerpiece
of our newsletter and it is what helps make our newsletter good.

Our April activity was on Sunday, April 12, when we ventured to Dan-
gerfield’s Restaurant, in Shakopee, MN. Jay said the food is the best, mod-
estly priced, with great choices for everyone. Roger Wothe said it best,
“those who missed the buffet at Dangerfield’s missed one of the best buffets
that I have experienced. It was right up there with Lord Fletcher’s only for
considerably less money”. We had 16 people attend, and enjoy the best of
the best buffets we have had in several years. New member Josh Brimmer
and his young son Jack, drove down from Brainerd, over a two hour trip.
Josh came in style with his white 1968 Continental sedan with 33,000 miles,
which he bought last year. Several door prizes were handed out to those who
attended, along with our 2015 Region directory. Dave and Marion again did
a wonderful job producing the Region directory.

From talking to several of our members we will have some new classic
Lincoln’s at Morries on Saturday, May 23rd. Car show season will begin
with our 7th Annual Memorial Day weekend car show, at Morries Ford Lin-
coln, Minnetonka, on Saturday, May 23, from 10:00AM to 2:00PM. The
purpose of this car show is to give all Lincoln lovers in this area a chance to
display their Lincoln cars. This is a free show. We will have dash plaques,
door prizes, free lunch and people’s choice awards for best of show. Please
invite any Lincoln owner you know to bring their Lincoln to this show, it is
our best way of finding more of these beautiful Lincoln’s that are in the
area.

Region labeled LCOC black jackets are back. Ordering information is
on page 16 of the newsletter. Order one of these smart looking jackets to-
day.

Hotel information about our 2015 driving tours is located near the back
of this newsletter, please call and make your reservations now.

At our March Meeting, we approved making a list of recommended Lin-
coln restoration and repair shops for our region member’s use. Thank you
for the great response. We have 40 businesses listed in the back of our re-
gion directory for your information.

As always, keep the journey continuing in our marvelous Lincolns.

the Korean War as a

personnel manager un-

til being discharged in

1954

After the war,

Newhart got a job as

an accountant for

United States Gypsum.

He later said that his

motto, "That's close

enough", and his habit

of adjusting petty cash

imbalances with his

own money shows he

did not have the tem-

perament to be an ac-

countant. He also said

he was a clerk in the

unemployment office

who made $55 a week,

but who quit upon

learning unemploy-

ment benefits were $45

a week and he "only

had to come in to the

office one day a week to

collect it."

In 1958, Newhart

became an advertising

copywriter for Fred A.

Niles, a major inde-

pendent film and televi-

sion producer in Chi-

cago. It was here that

he and a co-worker

would entertain each

other with long tele-

phone calls about ab-

surd scenarios, which

they would later record

and send to radio sta-

tions as audition tapes.

When his co-worker

ended his participation,

Newhart continued the

recordings alone, devel-

(Continued from page 3)

(Continued on page 5)

Directors Message by Bob Johnson May 2015
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oping the shtick

which was to serve

him well for decades.

In addition to his

various stand-up bits,

he incorporated that

shtick into his televi-

sion series at appro-

priate times. The

auditions led to his

first recording con-

tract.

Newhart became

famous mostly on the

strength of his audio

releases, in which he

became the world's

first solo "straight

man". This is a seem-

ing contradiction in

terms: by definition,

a straight man is the

counterpart to a

more loony comedic

partner. Newhart's

routine, however,

was simply to por-

tray one end of a con-

versation (usually a

phone call), playing

the straightest of co-

medic straight men

and implying what

the other person was

saying.

Newhart became

known for using an

intentional stammer,

in service to his

unique combination

of politeness and dis-

belief at what he was

supposedly hearing.

Newhart has used the

delivery throughout

(Continued from page 4)

(Continued on page 6)

Northstar Monthly Board Meeting Minutes

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

April 12, 2015

The meeting was called to order by Regional Director Bob Johnson at 10:30 AM at
Dangerfield’s Restaurant in Shakopee MN. Board members present were Bob John-
son, Dave Gustafson, Jay White, Dick Eilers and Roger Wothe. Board members
absent were Tom Brace, Bob Gavrilescu, Bob Roth, Harvey Oberg and Dennis
Owens. Other regional members present were Mary Johnson, Barb Wothe Gaye
Purvis, Dorothy and John Palmer. The minutes of the previous meeting and the
agenda of this meeting were approved.

DIRECTOR’S REPORTS

Regional Director Bob Johnson reported that the 2015 Directory with lists of mem-
bers and more than forty suppliers and vendors was completed by Dave and Marion
Gustafson. Directories will be passed out at Dangerfield’s and the remainder will be
mailed. He asked that the names of any additional vendors or suppliers be sent to
Dave Gustafson. He also announced that the treasury balance was $4,297.44 with
all bills paid.

Saturday, June 27, will be the Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary Celebration for Bob
and Mary Johnson at their home in Shafer MN. Please RSVP by May 20.

Membership and Publications Director Dave Gustafson reported that there had been
a slight decrease in membership to one hundred forty-three paid members. He needs
more “My Pride and Joy” articles.

Activities Director Jay White announced that there were two potential Saturday
morning get togethers: June 7 at the All Ford Picnic at Morrie’s in Orono and July
11 at Maple Grove Days. He will have further information on each event. Saturday,
April 25 will be the Upper Midwest Region of the Classic Car Club of America’s
Annual Garage Tour. The tour will begin at Roger Wothe’s garage at 6317 Cam-
bridge Street in St. Louis Park at 8:00AM with coffee and doughnuts and will pro-
ceed to several garages. The Lincoln and Continental Owners Club, the Packard
Club, the Cadillac-LaSalle Club, the Buick Club and the Franklin Club have all been
invited. If you have any questions please contact Tom St. Martin at 763-493-8497 or
763-438-7657. Roger suggested that the bi-weekly Classic Car Show in Victoria
would be a possible late afternoon, early evening mid-week event. The Seventh An-
nual Memorial weekend car show will be at Morrie’s Ridgedale Ford/Lincoln facil-
ity Saturday, May 23, from10.00 AM to 2:00 PM.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:20 AM. The next
Board Meeting will be May 23 at Morrie’s Ridgedale Ford/Lincoln at 1:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Secretary Roger Wothe.

(After the meeting.) Those who missed the buffet at Dangerfield’s missed one of
the best buffets that I have experienced. It was right up there with Lord Fletcher’s
only for considerably less money.
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his career. In his 2006

book I Shouldn't Even

Be Doing This, he in-

cluded the following

anecdote: When I was

doing The Bob

Newhart Show, one

of the producers

pulled me aside and

said that the shows

were running a little

long. He wondered if

I could cut down the

time of my speeches

by reducing my stam-

mering. 'No, that

stammer bought me a

house in Beverly

Hills.'

His 1960 comedy

album, The Button-

Down Mind of Bob

Newhart, went

straight to number

one on the charts,

beating Elvis Presley

and the cast album of

The Sound of Music.

It was the first com-

edy album to make #1

on the Billboard

charts. Button Down

Mind received the

1961 Grammy Award

for Album of the

Year. The album

peaked at #2 in the

UK Albums Chart.

Newhart also won

Best New Artist, and

his quickly released

follow-up album, The

Button-Down Mind

Strikes Back, won

Best Comedy Per-

(Continued from page 5)

(Continued on page 7)
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After 14 Years, Continental is Back.

Lincoln is resurrecting the Conti-
nental name for its new flagship sedan,
signaling Ford's deep commitment to
returning the brand to its former glory
as a top luxury choice.

Designers were charged with cre-
ating a full-size car to replace the Lin-
coln MKS that rekindles the brand's
timeless elegance. The Continental has
a Lincoln-logo mesh grille, chromed
headlights, fine materials, disguised
door handles and a rear seat fit for a
king. The concept car to be unveiled at
the New York auto show this week has
deep-pile carpet and a silken head-
liner.

"They have leapfrogged to a dif-
ferent realm of luxury," said Michelle
Krebs, analyst with AutoTrader.com.
"Lincoln to date has been premium but
not necessarily luxury. This moves
them to the true luxury realm."

The new flagship blows up some
fledgling Lincoln signatures, dropping
the alphanumeric MKS name and
showing yet another revamped Lin-
coln with a completely new look and
presence. The car will go on sale next
year, likely as a 2017 model.

Ford's once-dominant luxury brand
was allowed to wither on the vine.
Promises have rung hollow and at-
tempts fallen short of what is needed
to elevate Lincoln from a premium

brand to a top-tier luxury player. Its
very viability has been questioned over
the years, said CEO Mark Fields.

But the new CEO is drawing a line
in the sand. The luxury segment repre-
sents 10%-13% of the U.S. market and
only 6% of the Chinese market, but
these vehicles account for a third of the
profits and their sales growth is out-
pacing the rest of the industry. Fields
wants a piece of the pie. "We don't
want to be a feeder brand for other lux-
ury brands."

He evoked the Continental name to
motivate the team behind the concept.
The first Continental was a one-off
personal vehicle for Edsel Ford and
three signature designs in the 1940s,
'50s and '60s cast a halo over the entire
Ford Company. Bringing back the
Continental name was not the original
plan.

Lincoln designers and engineers
had been working on a much-needed
new flagship to punctuate Lincoln's
revival in the U.S. and herald its entry
into the critical China luxury market.
"To be honest, we struggled with the
specialness," Scott Tobin, Lincoln's
director of product development, said
of some of the early work that made
strides but was not jaw-dropping.
"We had a couple themes. None were
hitting the mark," Tobin said. They

(Continued on page 7)

The Continental Concept recently
unveiled at the New York Auto Show.
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formance - Spoken

Word that same year.

Subsequent comedy al-

bums include Behind

the Button-Down Mind

of Bob Newhart (1961),

The Button-Down Mind

on TV (1962), and other

albums would follow.

Newhart's success in

stand-up led to his own

NBC variety show in

1961, The Bob Newhart

Show. The show lasted

only a single season, but

earned Newhart a

Primetime Emmy

Award nomination and

a Peabody Award. The

Peabody Board cited

him as: ... a person

whose gentle satire and

wry and irreverent wit

waft a breath of fresh

and bracing air

through the stale and

stuffy electronic corri-

dors. A merry ma-

rauder, who looks less

like St. George than a

choirboy, Newhart has

wounded, if not slain,

many of the dragons

that stalk our society.

In a troubled and ap-

prehensive world,

Newhart has proved

once again that laugh-

ter is the best medicine.

Primarily a televi-

sion star, Newhart has

been in a number of

popular films, begin-

ning with the 1962 war

story Hell Is for Heroes

(Continued from page 6)

(Continued on page 8)

were not going to pass the Fields
'Wow' test."

Fields knew the team was strug-
gling with a replacement for the
MKS. "The first couple of design it-
erations, we weren't getting that
mojo," he said.

So one day in late 2013 he and
then-marketing chief Jim Farley ap-
peared in the Lincoln showroom for a
design briefing. "They said, 'Maybe
this will crystallize it for you. You're
working on the next Continental,' "
Tobin recalled in a Free Press inter-
view. "It reset the design team," said
David Woodhouse, Lincoln's design
chief.

It evoked adrenaline and abject
fear. But it also focused the designers
because they had a heritage to work
with. They drew from the great Con-
tinentals of the past for inspiration
but not design cures. This was not
going to be a retro car. It only took
about three months to nail down the
new design direction, and Fields was
pleased with the result.

The Continental exudes luxury.
Suede rear seats with footrests extend
into space created by pushing the
front passenger seat up to the
dashboard. Briefcases are integrated
into the seat backs for storage. Push a
button and a mirrored tray table with
built-in tablet swivels over your lap.
The champagne cup holders remain
intact.
Ready for next generation. Fields
said the new Continental completes
the first generation of Lincoln's re-
birth that started with the MKZ in
2012 even though the new sedan
bears little family resemblance to the
MKZ, MKC or MKX.

The next phase will see the redo

Continued from page 6)

The Continental Returns

of the existing lineup and add two
new nameplates by 2020. Most are
expected to come from a new and
highly versatile premium vehicle
platform capable of producing rear-
wheel-drive vehicles as well as front-
and all-wheel drive.

Fields would not comment on the
platform known internally as D6 that
could yield a larger rear-drive sedan
to compete with the Audi A8 and
BMW 7-Series and a large crossover
to replace the slow-selling MKT.
"For where we are at this point in our
journey, (Continental) will be our
flagship," Fields said, not ruling out
how far the brand could evolve. Nor
does he rule out producing rear-drive
luxury vehicles like his predecessor
former CEO Alan Mulally did. "We
could in the future," Fields said,
while declining to provide details.

With the new platform still a few
years out, the expectation is the Con-
tinental will be built on a stretched
version of the global platform that
underpins a number of vehicles in-
cluding the MKZ and the new Ford
Edge. That means front drive with all
-wheel-drive capability. Further de-
tails will be revealed this fall. The
Continental will have a new 3-liter
twin-turbocharged V6 engine that is
unique to the Lincoln brand.

The interior of the concept car is
exceptionally luxurious with deep
pile carpet and a silken headliner. The
car will have a new 3-liter twin-
turbocharged V6 engine that is
unique to the Lincoln brand.

From concept to production In-
vestors were told in September that
Lincoln would spend $2.5 billion
through 2019 to develop new prod-
ucts and retool plants to build them.
That is just the capital investment

(Continued on page 8)
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starring Steve

McQueen. His films

have ranged from

1970's Alan Jay Lerner

musical On a Clear Day

You Can See Forever,

the 1971 Norman Lear

comedy Cold Turkey,

the Mike Nichols-

directed war satire

Catch 22, the Walt Dis-

ney animated feature

The Rescuers in 1977

along with its sequel

The Rescuers Down Un-

der in 1990, to the 2003

Will Ferrell holiday

comedy Elf.

Newhart's most no-

table exposure on tele-

vision came from two

long-running programs

that centered on him.

In 1972, soon after

Newhart guest-starred

on The Smothers Broth-

ers Comedy Hour, he

was approached by his

agent and his manag-

ers, producer Grant

Tinker and actress

Mary Tyler Moore (the

husband/wife team

who founded MTM En-

terprises), to work on a

pilot series called The

Bob Newhart Show, to

be written by Davis

and Music. He was

very interested in the

starring role of dry psy-

chologist Bob Hartley,

with Suzanne Pleshette

playing his wry loving

wife, Emily, and Bill

(Continued from page 7)

(Continued on page 9)

amount, not counting advertising and
launch costs, Fields said.

The goal: Triple the brand's
global sales to 300,000 by 2020. U.S.
sales were less than 82,000 last year,
a far cry from 1998 when Lincoln
was the biggest luxury brand in the
U.S. with sales of more than 187,000.

Sales in China are in their infancy
with 11 dealerships now and 25
planned by year's end, but they are
already selling 10% more than fore-
cast, said Matt VanDyke, director of
global Lincoln marketing. Fields said
the Continental name has a lot of eq-
uity in the U.S. as well as China
where there is great awareness of
U.S. history and the Lincoln brand.
"The Continental and new face of the
brand will solidify Lincoln as a true
tier-one luxury player," said Van-
Dyke.

It is a face that has undergone a
lot of surgery. After years with the
traditional waterfall grille, Lincoln
introduced a split grille with horizon-
tal lines on the 2013 MKZ and con-
tinued to tweak it on each subsequent
model. The Continental's new grille
is the design that will spread across
the entire lineup, Woodhouse said.
And while some of the elaborate
touches added to create a concept for
the New York show aren't realistic,
the car is largely production-ready.
The size, including the massive rear
seat, is the one that will be sold in
North America and China, Fields
said. Selling the same car in China
makes the math work, said Krebs.
"And it was a good idea to bring the
name back. It could silence persistent
rumors Ford is not committed to the
Lincoln brand."

(Continued from page 7)

Continental Continued

Automaker could
'leverage its heritage,'
bring back famous
nameplates from the
past

Does the Lincoln Continental
mark the beginning of the end of the
brand’s confusing “MK” naming
scheme?

Joe Hinrichs, Ford Motor Co.’s
president of the Americas, today gave
the strongest hint yet that the com-
pany is ready to bring back real
words, possibly by reviving iconic
names such as the Town Car.
“Without divulging the future,”
Hinrichs said, “we’re very excited
about the Continental name and the
attention it’s gotten.”

Lincoln’s announcement last
month that the Continental will re-
place the MKS next year signaled that
the automaker might be rethinking its
decision to drop actual names nearly a
decade ago. Asked about that at an
auto industry breakfast hosted by the
Dawda Mann law firm, Hinrichs ac-
knowledged that the MK monikers
can be hard to keep straight for any-
one who’s not a Ford executive. “I
get it,” Hinrichs said. “I know MKX
and C and Z and T. I’ve studied them
very well. I know them well, but we
also understand the issue. It’s,
frankly, where the auto industry -- the
premium industry -- has gone, if you
look at all the nameplates. But another
way Lincoln could distinguish itself is
to leverage its heritage. So I’ll leave it
at that.”

The alphabetic approach was
originally conceived as a nod to Lin-
coln’s past, with the MK pronounced

(Continued on page 11)

The Old is New Again
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Daily as neighbor and

friend Howard Borden.

The Bob Newhart

Show faced heavy com-

petition from the begin-

ning, launching at the

same time as the popu-

lar shows M*A*S*H,

Maude, Sanford And

Son, and The Waltons.

Nevertheless, it was an

immediate hit. The

show eventually refer-

enced what made

Newhart's name in the

first place. Apart from

the first few episodes, it

used an opening-credits

sequence featuring

Newhart answering a

telephone in his office.

According to co-star

Marcia Wallace, the

entire cast got along

well, and Newhart be-

came close friends with

both Wallace and co-

star Suzanne Pleshette.

By 1977, the show

was suffering lackluster

ratings and Newhart

wanted to end it, but

was under contract to

do one more season.

Newhart finally discon-

tinued the sitcom in

1978 after six seasons

and 142 episodes.

By 1982, Newhart

was interested in a new

sitcom. After he had

discussions with Barry

Kemp and CBS, the

show Newhart was cre-

ated, in which Newhart

(Continued from page 8)

(Continued on page 10)

Kermit Wilson’s 1933 K Victoria

This month we reach back into
the past to feature an article by
Tim Howley, which appeared in
Continental Comments in the
March/April issue of 1997. The
Lincoln belonged to Kermit and
LaVonne Wilson, long since de-
parted.

In 1933 Lincoln dropped the V-8
in favor of a totally new V-12 which
was a companion to the larger Lin-
coln KB V-12. This was not simply
a junior version of the KB engine. It
departed from Lincoln's time hon-
ored fork-and-blade connecting rods
for a more contemporary and less
costly to build side-by-side con
necting rod design. It was set at a 67
-degree angle and had a bore and
stroke of 3.00" x 4.50". With a dis-
placement of 381.7 cubic inches as
opposed to 447.9 cubic inches for
the KB V-12, it developed 125
horsepower at 3,400 rpm. compared
to the KB 's 150 horsepower at the
same 3,400 rpm.

Many will contend that this en-
gine was superior to the KB in that it
was smoother, lighter and stronger
and it had no vibration periods. Vi-
bration was the biggest drawback of
the KB engine which was discontin-
ued after 1933 in favor of a new 414
cid. 67-degree V-8 patterned after
the 1933 Lincoln KA engine. The
new 1933 KA engine was carried on
the 136" wheelbase KA chassis
which was redesigned that year into
an X-frame. The KB on a 145"
wheelbase chassis also adopted the
new X-frame. Other improvements
for both models included new vacu
um booster brakes and redesigned
transmission and freewheeling unit.

Styling changes for 1933 in-
cluded slanted radiator shell. The
hood doors of 1932 were replaced
with the traditional hood louvers of
earlier years. Headlights were a new
streamlined style and were free-
standing without the crossover sup-
port bar. Fenders were newly de-

(Continued on page 10)

Kermit Wilson with his 1933 K Victoria and holding the Ford Trophy
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played Vermont inn-

keeper Dick Loudon.

Actress Mary Frann

was cast as his wife, Jo-

anna Loudon. Jennifer

Holmes was originally

cast as Leslie Van-

derkellen, but left after

the first season, and an-

other unfamiliar prime-

time actress and soap

star (who had been a

fan of Newhart's since

she was 21), Julia Duffy

joined the cast as Dick's

inn maid and spoiled

rich girl, Stephanie

Vanderkellen. A famil-

iar actor (who had been

a fan of Newhart's

since he was 17), Peter

Scolari was also cast as

Dick's manipulative TV

producer, Michael Har-

ris, in six of the eight

seasons. Well known

actor Tom Poston

played the role of

handyman George Ut-

ley on "Newhart" and

received three Prime-

time Emmy Award

nominations for his role

in "Newhart" as Out-

standing Supporting

Actor in a Comedy Se-

ries, 1984, 1986 and

1987. Like The Bob

Newhart Show,

Newhart was an imme-

diate hit, and like the

show before it, it was

also nominated for

Primetime Emmy

Awards, but failed to

(Continued from page 9)

(Continued on page 11)

More 1933 K Victoria

signed. The front fenders had skirts
for the first time, and the rear fend-
ers had more of a rearward sweep.
These skirts were not applied until
mid February when dealers retrofit
ted unskirted fenders with skirted
ones. However some early 1933 Lin-
colns never were skirted. Splash
aprons were narrower, and the fold-
ing trunk rack which came with most
sidemounted tire cars was redes-
igned.

1933 was the very bottom of the
Great Depression. It was the year
that FDR entered the White House
with his New Deal and drastic re-
form. The troubled times were re-
flected in Lincoln sales with a mere
587 KBs built and 1,420 KAs.

Kermit & LaVonne Wilson's car
featured here is Model No. 516, for-
merly Model No. 506. This is a two-
door five-passenger Victoria. The
factory body was made by Murray,
and 109 were built. The base price of
$3,200 did not include the wire
wheels, twin side mounted tires and
luggage rack on Wilson's car, but it
did include a freewheeling unit.

This particular model was
marketed to families with small
children. For example the backs of
the front seats and the facings of
the rear seat cushions were fin-

(Continued from page 9) ished in "child proof' leather. Even
so, the rear compartment included
cigarette lighters and ash trays.
We guess for the Nanny.

Kermit Wilson does not know
the history of his particular car
which he bought in New Haven,
Connecticut in December, 1972.
The car appeared very driveable,
but Kermit decided to ship it to
Hibernia Restorations in Hiber-
nia, New Jersey to prepare it to be
driven to Minneapolis. Wilson
was quite shocked at how much
they charged him to get the car
ready for the long trip and he re-
ports that he was not entirely sat-
isfied with the job they did.

When the car was ready John
Elliott, who works for Kermit,
went to Hibernia and drove the
car to Minneapolis. When Elliott
began the trip, for some mysteri-
ous reason there was only light
oil available, probably #30 winter
grade. The Lincoln used a quart
every six miles. Finally, Elliot
was able to find some heavier oil
and was able to get 35 miles out
of a quart of oil. Another prob-
lem was the directional signals
installed by Hibernia. The lever
couldn't be moved and the signals
proved useless until Elliot
worked on them enroute.

With this kind of oil burning,
(Continued on page 11)

Kermit Wilson’s 1933 K Victoria
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win any.

In 1987, ratings be-

gan to drop. Newhart

ended in 1990 after

eight seasons and 182

episodes. The last epi-

sode ended with a scene

in which Newhart

wakes up in bed with

Suzanne Pleshette, who

had played Emily, his

wife from The Bob

Newhart Show. He re-

alizes (in a satire of a

famous plot element in

the television series

Dallas a few years ear-

lier) that the entire

eight-year Newhart se-

ries had been a single

nightmare of Dr. Bob

Hartley's, provoked by

"eating too much Japa-

nese food before going

to bed." Recalling Mary

Frann's buxom figure,

Bob closes the segment

and the series by telling

Emily, "You really

should wear more

sweaters" before the

typical closing notes of

the old Bob Newhart

Show theme played

over the fadeout. The

twist ending was later

chosen by TV Guide as

the best finale in televi-

sion history.

Newhart is known

for his deadpan deliv-

ery and a slight stam-

mer which early on he

incorporated into the

persona around which

(Continued from page 10)

(Continued on page 12)

More Lincoln K

Wilson had the engine and trans-
mission removed in 1975 and
completely rebuilt by Od
Braathen. However the engine
was not reinstalled until 1983 and
other major work was not com-
pleted until 1989. The car was
entered in the Pre-Primary Class
at the LCOC Mid-America Na-
tional Meet in Bloomington,
Minnesota in 1992. At that time a
lot of details still had not been
completed.

With the second Mid-America
coming to the Twin Cities in 1996,
Kermit decided to get serious about
completing the car. It was one of the
first cars he acquired, but it was the
last one to get restored. By the time
the Plymouth, Minnesota Meet rolled
around in September, 1996 the car
was complete in every detail, includ-
ing a striking Ascot Maroon body
color with black trim and fenders.
The car was one of two Classic '30s
Lincolns entered at this meet. It took
a Primary 1st plus a Ford Motor
Company Trophy. The other car en-
tered, was Byron Olsen's 1935 Lin-
coln K sedan, also from the Twin
Cities area.

(Continued from page 10)

“Mark,” a reference to the Continen-
tal Mark series. (For example, the
Lincoln Zephyr, on the market for
only one model year, would hence-
forth be the “Mark Z,” executives
proclaimed in 2006, earning a spot on
Automotive News’ list of the year’s
10 biggest blunders.)

Alan Mulally, who became CEO
shortly after that happened, candidly
told reporters he didn’t like the
change, but eventually said he came
to terms with the new scheme.

Now his successor, Mark Fields,
is pouring money into Lincoln’s revi-
talization effort and trying to zig
while other luxury brands zag. Fields
and then-marketing chief Jim Farley
announced internally about 18
months ago that Lincoln’s next full-
size sedan would be called the Conti-
nental.

That name is a big reason for the
buzz surrounding the Continental
Concept since its unveiling at the
New York auto show. Motor Trend
put it on the front of its June issue,
with the headline “Continental is
back.” Hinrichs proudly said that’s
the first time in 15 years that a Lin-
coln made the magazine’s cover.

Ford also has been thrilled with
the recent performance of the one
Lincoln that still has a pronounceable
name: the Navigator, whose sales are
up 84 percent this year. Meanwhile,
all of Lincoln’s MK-named vehicles
are down 7.2 percent.

In 2006, Lincoln justified the
name changes as a way to get people
to focus on the brand as a whole
rather than individual models. In-
stead, most people just ignored the
brand entirely.

(Continued from page 8)

Former North Star Director Dick Lar-
son with Kermit Wilson at the 1996
Mid America.

Old is New Again
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he built a successful ca-

reer. On his TV shows,

although he got his

share of funny lines,

often he worked in the

Jack Benny tradition of

being the "straight

man" while the some-

times somewhat bizarre

cast members surround-

ing him got the laughs.

Several of his rou-

tines involve hearing

one half of a conversa-

tion as he speaks to

someone over the

phone. In a bit called

King Kong, a rookie

security guard at the

Empire State Building

seeks guidance as to

how to deal with an ape

who is "18 to 19 stories

high, depending on

whether we have a 13th

floor or not". He assures

his boss he has looked in

the guards manual

"under 'ape' and 'ape's

toes'". Other famous

routines include "The

Driving Instructor",

"The Mrs. Grace L. Fer-

guson Airline (and

Storm Door Company)",

"Introducing Tobacco to

Civilization", "Abe Lin-

coln vs. Madison Ave-

nue", "Defusing a

Bomb" (in which an un-

easy security division

commander tries to

walk a new and nerv-

ous security guard

through defusing a live

(Continued from page 11)

(Continued on page 13)

There have been a lot of old-car
fires lately. I went through the ’70s,
the ’80s and most of the ’90s with-
out ever having read much about car
fires. Suddenly, they are happening
all over the place. Here’s one reason:
The ethanol in modern gasoline—
about 10 percent in many states—is
so corrosive, it eats through either
the fuel-pump diaphragm, old rubber
fuel lines or a pot metal part, then
leaks out on a hot engine … and ka-
bloooooie!!!

As someone who collects old
cars, and keeps them up religiously,
I am now replacing fuel-pressure
regulators every 12 to 18 months.
New cars are equipped with fuel
lines that are resistant to ethanol
damage, but with older cars, the
worst can happen—you’re going
down the road, and suddenly your
car is on fire.

There’s more. I find that gaso-
line, which used to last about a year
and a half or two years, is pretty
much done after a month or so these
days. If I run a car from the teens or
’20s and fill it up with modern fuel,
then it sits for more than two
months, I often can’t get it to start.
Ethanol will absorb water from am-

Jay Leno Hates Ethanol

bient air. In a modern vehicle, with a
sealed fuel system, ethanol fuel has a
harder time picking up water from
the air. But in a vintage car, the wa-
ter content of fuel can rise, causing
corrosion and inhibiting combustion.

It gets worse. Ethanol is a sol-
vent that can loosen the sludge, var-
nish and dirt that accumulate in a
fuel tank. That mixture can clog fuel
lines and block carburetor jets.

Blame the Renewable Fuel Stan-
dard. This government-mandated
rule requires certain amounts of
ethanol and other biofuels be
blended with gasoline and diesel
fuel. But when Congress first passed
RFS as part of the Energy Policy Act
in 2005, our demand for energy was
increasing. Today, it’s the opposite.
Total demand for fuel has decreased
thanks to more-efficient vehicles,
more hybrids and increased environ-
mental awareness. The EPA is set to
release the 2015 standard in June.
Meanwhile, some legislators are
pushing to reform or eliminate the
Renewable Fuel Standard entirely.

I just don’t see the need for etha-
nol. I understand the theory—these
giant agri-business companies can
process corn, add the resulting blend
to gasoline and we’ll be using and
importing less gasoline. But they say
this diversion of the corn supply is
negatively affecting food prices, and
the ethanol-spiked gas we’re forced
to buy is really awful.

The big growers of corn have
sold us a bill of goods. Some people
are making a lot of money because
of ethanol. But as they divert pro-
duction from food to fuel, food
prices inevitably will rise. Now, if

(Continued on page 13)

Jay Leno… “Can’t we just get rid of
ethanol?”
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shell discovered on a

California beach), "The

Retirement Party", "A

Neighbour's Dog",

"Ledge Psychology", and

"The Khrushchev Land-

ing Rehearsal."

Newhart was intro-

duced by Buddy Hack-

ett to Virginia "Ginnie"

Quinn, the daughter of

character actor Bill

Quinn. They were mar-

ried on January 12,

1963. The couple have

four children (Robert,

Timothy, Jennifer and

Courtney), and several

grandchildren. They

are Roman Catholic

and raised their chil-

dren as such, but Gin-

nie said they did not

want them to have "the

fears" that came from

their upbringing. He is

a member of the Good

Shepherd Parish and

the Catholic Motion

Picture Guild in Bev-

erly Hills, California.

Newhart's best

friend is comedian Don

Rickles, who nicknamed

him "Charlie Every-

body" for his everyman

persona.

From the internet

(Continued from page 12)

More about Ethanol

you don’t mind paying $10 for a tor-
tilla ...

Last week, I went to start up one
of my Duesenbergs. When I pulled
out of the spot where it had been
parked for about a month, I saw a
huge pool of gas. I looked at it while
it was running and saw gas just
pouring out. “OK”. I’ve got to buy
another fuel regulator.” I pulled it
out and opened it up. The fiber dia-
phragm was eaten right through.
Should manufacturers make dia-
phragms for old cars out of modern
materials like Viton or Teflon? Yes,
they should, but not all of them do.
Consequently, your chances of a fire
remain.

Here’s another problem: When
you have vehicles with fuel cells in
their gas tanks, ethanol tends to eat
the coating out of the fuel cell. If
you have an old motorcycle and redo
the fuel tank, the first thing you do is
seal the tank with some sealant. It’s
generally a cream or a gray color,
and it looks like you painted the in-
side of the tank. On a lot of my bikes
now, I’ll open the gas tank and I’ll
go in with a long set of tweezers.
I’m pulling out sheets of this coat-
ing. Really, it comes out in 6-inch
strips.

The ethanol is just eating it up
and clogging the fuel pump because
it’ll move around as a sheet of mate-
rial and block the opening. With cars
like my McLaren F1, if I buy a 55-
gallon drum of VP racing gas, the
fuel cell will last twice as long.

It’s time for us as automobile
enthusiasts to dig in our heels and
start writing to our congressmen and
senators about the Renewable Fuel

(Continued from page 12) Standard, or we’ll be forced to use
even more ethanol. Most people as-
sume, “Oh, that’ll never happen.
They’ll never do that.” Remember
prohibition? In 1920, all the saloons
were closed. It took until 1933 be-
fore legal liquor came back.

Most people don’t really look at
what goes into their car. Obviously,
the days of high-octane gas like Sun-
oco 260 are long gone. Those of us
with older vehicles are the ones who
end up paying the price. The car
manufacturers don’t care. They
don’t mind if your vintage car burns
up or breaks down. They want to sell
you a new one. It’s hard for enthusi-
asts. We really have nowhere to go.

So write those letters, but I also
suggest you drain and clean your old
car’s fuel tank, use a quality fuel-
tank sealer that’s impervious to etha-
nol, replace fuel filters, keep all the
screens clear and use a fuel stabilizer
(added to a full fuel tank), if your car
is to be stored for the winter season.
Oh, and keep a fire extinguisher
handy.

Courtesy of AutoWeek, March 4,
2015 issue.

Wanted

Copy of Sixteen Cylinder
Motorcars by Roy A Schnei-
der.

Please call Harvey Oberg at
651.739.9754
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The space on these two pages is provided as a service to our readers who wish to place ads for
automobiles, parts and other treasured parts that they wish to find new homes for. In an effort to
keep our pages fresh, we will publish your ad for a period of three (3) months.
After that period of time, we will delete it unless we hear from you that you wish to have it
continue for another three issues.

You May Be Interested in these Items for Sale

Northstar Region grille badges are now available.

To obtain yours, contact Harvey Oberg at 651.739.9754

For Sale: 1948 Lincoln Continental Coupe. Rebuilt and balanced V12 engine. New dark
green paint. All chrome replated. New tires. New brakes and exhaust system Radiator
and gas tank reconditioned. Trunk carpeted. The Lincoln has a good working overdrive
unit and runs and drives as new. Lots of extra parts with car. $14,000.
Call Ted Anderson at 763.561.8143

For Sale: 1998 Mark VIII, 65K miles, no winters, Bright
Toreador Red Metallic, light tan leather, ready to enjoy
and show, $9500. Charles Hanson, 320-596-2210.

Mark VIII file photo

Just in time for the Spring driving season

1977 Lincoln Continental Mark V for sale. 18,000
miles, two owners, $15,500. Fresh, quality, repaint in original
Dark Cordovan Metallic; matching leather interior. Undercar-
riage and engine bay are super clean, portions repainted. All
bright work is straight, smooth, polished, beautiful. Everything
works including the clock that keeps time and ice cold A/C
from original unmodified R-12 system. New tires, belts, bat-
tery, complete true dual exhaust, much more.

The full story with pictures can be found on thelincolnfo-
rum.net at
http://www.thelincolnforum.net/phpbb3/viewtopic.php?

f=15&t=46235
Please call Perry Bush at 920-205-1295 or email
pab1063@new.rr.com
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Preview of Coming Events

BACK ISSUES OF THE NORTHSTAR NEWS ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE
ON THE NORTHSTAR LCOC WEB SITE.

www.northstarlcoc.org Click on publications.
Issues are in PDF format and may be printed on your color printer.

May 7th Annual Memorial Day weekend car show, Morries Ford Lincoln,
Minnetonka, MN Saturday, May 23, 10:00AM to 2:00PM. Board meeting at 1:00 PM

June Saturday, June 27th, 50th Wedding Anniversary, Mary and Bob Johnson’s home,
Shafer, MN. Just come and enjoy the moment, food and refreshments will be served
under a tent. Our family, friends and the North Star Region members are invited to this
grand celebration. We will have a special area for Lincoln parking.
Board Meeting at Morries Ford Lincoln, Thursday June 4th at 7:00PM
Eastern National Meet, June 10-14, 2015, at Concordville, PA 10,000 Lakes Concours
d’Elegance, Sunday June 7, Excelsior Commons on Lake Minnetonka, 10 am to 4 PM.
Car classes thru 1971, information at www.10000lakesconcours.com
MSRA “42nd BACK TO THE 50s”, June 19-21, 2015, Minnesota Fairgrounds, St Paul

July 12th Annual Outstate Classic Lincoln Car Show, Saturday, July 18, Sioux Falls Ford
Lincoln, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 10 AM to 2PM. Driving tour, Friday 8:30 AM
leave Burnsville for “the Grotto”, West Bend IA, then on to Sioux Falls. Car show on
Saturday, special tour Saturday afternoon, then Sunday leave for home, stopping in
Tyler MN to visit the other Bob Johnson.
Board Meeting at Morries Ford Lincoln, Thursday July 9th at 7:00PM

August LCOC Mid America National Meet. Hosted by the LCOC. August 6-9, 2015. All
Lincoln owners are invited to participate. LCOC will have Judging and Exhibition
non-judged classes.

Driving tour on way to Lincoln Museum event, we will visit the Pontiac Motor car
museum, in Pontiac, Illinois on Tuesday, August 6th, then tour south of Chicago to
Kalamazoo, Michigan.
Board Meeting at Morries Ford Lincoln, Thursday August 13 at 7:00PM

September 8th Annual Luther North Country Lincoln Car Show, Saturday, September 12,
10 to 2 PM

October Annual North Star Potluck and Action at Morries in Long Lake, Sunday, October 11,
10 AM to 2 PM

What was this kitchen tool? As a few of you guessed, it was a
garlic press, missing its basket. Further searching found the
missing basket, and now, all is well, we know what it is.
Thanks to those who responded with the correct guess, your
reward will be mailed to you shortly.
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North Star Activities

Morrie’s Minnetonka Ford Lincoln, Spring 2013 All Lincoln Show
Saturday, May 23, 2015, 10:00AM to 2:00PM

Join us for our Northstar Spring car show. Bring your favorite Lincoln, old or
new and plan to spend a nice spring day visiting with many of your old friends
and making some new ones too.

Again, All Lincolns are welcome, regardless of age or condition. We will even
be glad to see a Mercury or two. We are an equal opportunity Lincoln Club.
Lunch is planned and the Northstar club will be furnishing dash plaques and
door prizes. See you at Morrie’s Minnetonka Ford Lincoln Mercury on May 23,
13400 Wayzata Boulevard. Just before Hwy 494. Invite anyone you know who
owns a Lincoln to join us at this show.

Test drive a new 2015 Lincoln while you are there.

.We are again offering Black Region Jackets for sale. These Jackets are Black
Satin, 100% nylon shell, flannel lined, snap-front closure, knit collar, cuffs and waist
band. Jackets will be embroidered with LCOC National Emblem in gold, back cen-
tered and North Star Emblem, front upper Left side. Cost of jacket will be $80.00,
which will include shipping to your home. Sizes available are M, L, XL, XXL
Please send information and check to Bob Johnson, (address in Directory) by May
7th, as we may be able to have them before our May car show. Please make your
check out to “North Star Region LCOC”. Jackets will be sized for men. Women's
sizes are a little smaller, so please order accordingly.

50 YEARS 50

Come celebrate the 50th Wedding Anniversary of

two of LCOC’s finest, Bob and Mary Johnson.

Join us on Saturday, June 27 at our home, 29205

St. Croix Trail, Shafer, MN. Food and refresh-

ments will be served, beginning at 3:00PM. All

Lincoln Club members are invited to share the af-

ternoon with Bob and Mary. Please RSVP by May

20, if you plan to attend.
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Make your plans now for July and August North Star
events. Hotel space is going fast, get your reservations in
now to make sure that you have a room to rest your
weary body at the end of the day.

In July, our 12th Annual Outstate Classic Lincoln Car Show will be Satur-
day, July 18, at Sioux Falls Ford Lincoln, Sioux Falls, SD. Hotel informa-
tion for Friday and Saturday nights: we have a block of rooms re-
served for two nights at the Best Western Empire Towers, 4100 W
Shirley Place, Sioux Falls. Room rate is $124.00 per night which in-
cludes breakfast. Please reserve your rooms now by calling
605.361.3118, these rates are good till June 29, ask for the Lincoln Own-
ers Club rate

In August the LCOC Mid America National Meet will be in Hickory Cor-
ners, MI, LCOC National is hosting, August 5-9, 2015. We will caravan
from McDonalds, Hudson WI, on Tuesday August 4, at 8:30 AM to Pontiac
IL, and visit the Pontiac Motor car museum, on Wednesday morning be-
fore touring south of Chicago to Kalamazoo.

Hotel information for Tuesday night: we have a block of rooms re-
served at the Best Western Pontiac Inn, 1821 W Reynolds St, Pontiac,
IL. The room rate is $94.49 per night which includes breakfast.
Please call 815.842.3777 before July 4.. To get this great rate, ask for the
Lincoln Owners Club rate. Please call Bob Johnson if you plan on at-
tending at 651.257.1715 or email arborbob41@aol.com as we would like
this information for planning purposes.

Kalamazoo Hotel ---- Four Points Kalamazoo by Sheraton hotel is just
over 15 miles from Hickory Corners, where our new museum awaits your
viewing. Enjoy recreational amenities such as an indoor pool and a fitness
center, and a complementary hot breakfast for two is included in your
room rate of $109.00 plus tax. The hotel address is 3600 E Cork Street,
Kalamazoo, MI. Please call 269.385.3922 and use the code LINCOLN
OWN to get this special room rate (which is good for three days prior to
and after the meet). The room reservation cut-off date is July 10, 2015.



18


