
  

My 1952 Lincoln Capri Hardtop   by 
Charlie Hanson 
 
 The Lincoln cars of the 50’s from 1952 
to 1956 have always been among my 
favorite cars. I once owned a 1952 Lin-
coln Cosmopolitan coupe, 1960 to 
1965, but as was the case, I traded it for 
something newer. In 1990 I decided to 
look for a car similar to the one I once 
owned and found out about one avail-
able from a man in Spokane, Washing-
ton.  
 
The car was stored in South Dakota and 
he was not willing to let me see it be-
fore buying it, so I bought it sight un-
seen, hoping he had described it fairly.  
I was quite apprehensive as I traveled 

out to pick up the car.  The shed door 
was opened and one glance told me I 
had a great car to work with. I took the 
heads off the engine and had the valves 
serviced right away and then had a 
great running car, but then stored it for 
over ten years before finishing the rest 
of the car.  It was finished in Saxon 
gray but is now Cinibar red with a black 
roof.  I did the restoration work myself 
with the exception of rechroming and 
some work on the front seats. It needed 
some dents taken out, repainting, some 
stainless pieces, but very little else. 
 
Lincoln used GM dual range Hydra 
Matic transmissions in their cars at the 
time, a very wise choice as there was 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Welcome to the 

Northstar News, the 

monthly publication of 

the Northstar Region  

of the Lincoln and 

Continental Owners 

Club.   We value your 

opinions and appreciate 

your input concerning 

this newsletter and the 

operation of the club.  

This is your club. 
Charlie Hanson’s 1952 Lincoln Capri 
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Members and guests are welcome to attend the Board Meetings which are held the first Thursday of every month except 
December at 7:00 PM at Culvers Restaurant, (dine with friends at 6:00PM) I-94 AND RUTH STREET, St. Paul. 
 
Articles and other information for the newsletter should be sent to David Gustafson, Editor, at 308 Brandywine Drive, 
Burnsville, MN  55337. 

 My Pride and Joy Continued…. 

Board Of Directors  -  2006-2007 

Title Name Phone Numbers email & FAX  

Regional Director Bob Johnson H(651)257-1715 arborbob41@aol.com  

Director at Large Tom Brace H(651)644-1716   

Technical Consultant Ron Fenelon H(320)763-4197 rlf8536@gctel.net  

Projects Director Bob Gavrilescu H(651)488-3878   

Membership Dave Gustafson H(952)435-1919 davidwgustafson@att.net  

Publications 
Dave Gustafson 
TOLL FREE 

H(952)435-1919 
866-482-0897 

Fax(952)898-5230 (home) 
davidwgustafson@att.net 

 

Treasurer Harvey Oberg H(651)739-9754   

Secretary 
Roger Wothe H(952)473-3038 

O(952-933-9981 
rwothe@environmentsinc.com 
Fax(952)473-0244(home) 

 

Director Bob Roth H(763)475-1429   

Sunshine Secretary Faythe Oberg H(651)739-9754   

Editors Note:  Our thanks to Charlie Hanson for this 
story about his 1952 Capri.  We hope to see it at the 
Willmar All Lincoln Show this May. 

 
Dealer Installed Accessories for the 1952 Lincoln 
 Lincoln Accessory Price List 
 Brake signal light $    4.95 
 Nylon Seat Covers $  50.00 
 Plastic Seat Covers $  44.80 
 Curb Buffers  $  22.00 
 Fender Shields, Pair $  21.00 
 Exhaust Extension $    1.75 
 Grille Guard  $   27.50 
 Heater/Defroster $ 115.00 
 Road Lamp  $   15.50 
 Spot Light  $   19.50 
 Pair Backup Lights $   10.00 
 Outside Mirror  $     5.00 
 Radio Deluxe  $ 104.50 
 Radio Standard  $   86.85 
 Windshield Visor $   17.95 
 Rear Window Wiper $   15.10 
 Windshield Washer $     7.15 

nothing better on the market. My car had red 
leather and black pebble-weave cloth seats, a very 
common color used with a number of different 
exterior paint colors. The completed interior is of 
original red leather and cloth repaired in a few 
places with materials just as old as the car. 
 
I don’t have to be told that this is a very rare Lin-
coln as I’ve never seen one at Back to the 50’s or 
anywhere else. We have the only one listed of this 
Capri model in the LCOC directory. 
 
Reasons are speculated as to why there are so few 
survivors of this year The fact they offered power 
steering and brakes a year later caused them to be 
traded and those cars ended up in hands of 
younger drivers who hot rodded them to junk lev-
els. Our ’52 Lincoln was one of the last to come 
off the assembly line before the ‘53 cars were be-
ing built. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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The nice weather has returned to Minnesota.  
Last month, we were grousing about the 
snow falling outside, and now the tempera-
tures are in the mid to upper fifties.  What a 
difference a month makes.  Most garage 
doors will be opening once again, and out 
come our older Lincolns for us to enjoy. 
 
We did have a very nice turnout at Tinucci’s 
in Newport.  Both the food and company 
were very good.  Pictures were taken, and a 
few are on one of the following pages.  As 
could be plainly seen, everyone seems to be 
having a great time.  This is what our club 
should be about, getting together, and enjoy-
ing a few hours, visiting and talking about 
our beloved Lincolns.  Of course, should the 
opportunity occur, we will talk about our 
Faithie too.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are a lot of activities to look forward 
to this spring, summer and fall.  Coming up 
this April is the brunch at Majestic Oaks and 
the Annual Garage Tour, sponsored by the 
Classic Car Club.  A flyer with dates and 
directions will be part of this newsletter.  
Both of these events should be a lot of fun.  I 
have gone on a number of garage tours and 

Trivia from the Inter-
net   
  April Fool’s Day 

The closest point in 
time that can be identi-
fied as the beginning of 
this tradition was in 
1582, in France.  
 

Prior to that year, the 
New Year was cele-
brated for eight days, 
beginning on March 25. 
The celebration culmi-
nated on April 1. With 
the reform of the calen-
dar under Charles IX, 
the Gregorian Calendar 
was introduced, and 
New Year's Day was 
moved to January 1.  
 

However, communica-
tions being what they 
were in the days when 
news traveled by foot, 
many people did not 
receive the news for 
several years. Others, 
the more obstinate 
crowd, refused to ac-
cept the new calendar 
and continued to cele-
brate the New Year on 

(Continued on page 4) 

Editors Message      April 2007 
you get to see some very fine cars that are 
not normally available to most of us.  A stop 
for lunch is included and that is always good 
too.  May will bring the Lincoln car show in 
Willmar.  This will be a Saturday and Sun-
day event, a flyer is also included this 
month.  You are encouraged to make motel 
reservations now, as accommodations in 
town may be limited.  Also be sure to send 
in your fee for the Willmar Car Club show 
on Sunday. 
 
In June, there will be the Black Hills Over 
Drive tour, all the way out to Rapid City, 
over three days, June 8, 9, and 10.  There 
will be much more in our May issue on 
what promises to be a very nice tour.  Also 
at the end of June will be a driving tour 
down to the Quad Cities, where we will be 
meeting with the Lake Shore Region for a 
visit to Ed Veit’s car collection.  The drive 
down along the Mississippi should be a 
wonderful experience.  We will return to 
Whitaker Lincoln Mercury for our annual 
show there on July 21st.  With more things 
going on in August and September, includ-
ing the tour of the new Shafer International 
Airport, the year will go by very fast.  
 
With spring in the air, many of us have the 
urge to go out and look at new cars.  Don’t 
forget to visit your local Lincoln-Mercury 
dealer.  There are some very nice deals on 
the MKZ and even better deals on new 
Town Cars.  Stop by Whitakers and say 
hello to Chuck.  Perhaps he has one in your 
favorite color. 
 
As this issue is due to hit your mailboxes on 
April 1st, we can’t help but take a few jour-
nalistic liberties.  All in good fun, all in 

good fun.  To paraphrase the TV commer-
cial for the bankruptcy lawyers here in the 
Twin Cities, “this is what we do, and we do 
it well”, or at least I would like to think that 
we do.  At the end of the day, we should be 
able to say, wasn’t that fun.  And that is 
what our club should be about. 
  
Till next month…. 
David, Marion and Faithie, the Samoyed. 

Faithie, wearing a new hat, is appropriately 
dressed to go out on April 1st and play a 
prank on someone.  Who will it be? 
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By Bob Johnson 
 
Our next event is a Sunday Brunch, April 
15th, 11:30 AM, Majestic Oaks Restau-
rant, Anoka.  This will be our third new 
restaurant this year and is also highly rec-
ommended by many of our members, 
please attend and enjoy fine food with 
our Lincoln friends.  Hopefully we will 
be able to drive our Lincolns to Anoka, 
with fine spring weather to enjoy. Please 
RSVP to Bob Johnson by Tuesday, April 
10th, 651-257-1715 or email arbor-
bob41@aol.com. 
 
Our Sunday Brunch, March 18th, at Tin-
nuci’s Restaurant in Newport, was a 
smashing success with 42 members en-
joying fine food and fellowship.  For 
those of us who had never enjoyed Tin-
nuci’s, we found out why it was so 
highly recommended. Mark Tunnuci 
made sure we were well taken care of 
and went out of his way to greet and 
thank us for coming to his restaurant.  
Tim Purvis and Jay White won our door 
prizes; Black Lincoln baseball caps. 
 
Francis Kalvoda has informed us that the 
Willmar Car show that we will be part of 
on Sunday, May 20th gives out individual 
trophies to the car club with the most 
registrations.  So please register and at-
tend on Sunday as well as Saturday, May 
19th, for our 5th Annual Lincoln Out State 
Car Show at Mills Ford Lincoln Mer-
cury, Willmar MN.  We have two Motels 
that we have rooms reserved at,  Super 
8,with 9 rooms, rate $60 per night, call 
320-235-7444 tell them rooms are re-
served under “North Star Cars”. The sec-
ond motel is Country Inn and Suites; we 
have a block of 5 rooms the rate is $110 
per night; for Friday May 18 and Satur-
day May 19.  The motel has Suites avail-

April 1. These back-
ward folk were la-
beled as "fools" by the 
general populace. 
They were subject to 
some ridicule, and 
were often sent on 
"fool’s errands" or 
were made the butt of 
other practical jokes.  
 
This harassment 
evolved, over time, 
into a tradition of 
prank-playing on the 
first day of April. The 
tradition eventually 
spread to England 
and Scotland in the 
eighteenth century. It 
was later introduced 
to the American colo-
nies of both the Eng-
lish and French. April 
Fool’s Day thus devel-
oped into an interna-
tional fun fest, so to 
speak, with different 
nationalities special-
izing in their own 
brand of humor at the 
expense of their 
friends and families.  
In Scotland, for exam-
ple, April Fool's Day 
is actually celebrated 
for two days. The sec-
ond day is devoted to 
pranks involving the 
posterior region of the 
body. It is called Taily 
Day. The origin of the 
"kick me" sign can be 
traced to this obser-
vance.  
 
Mexico's counterpart 
of April Fool's Day is 
actually observed on 
December 28. Origi-
nally, the day was a 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Directors Message              April 2007 

able but could not reserve them for us; 
they cost $10 more a night, call 1-320-
214-0300, to reserve a room and tell 
them the rooms are under “North Star 
Cars”.  Most of the motels listed in the 
flyer are already booked, so call soon if 
you want to stay overnight.  For more 
information about this weekend, a flyer 
is enclosed.  This looks like a fun 
weekend with many ways of being able 
to drive and enjoy your Lincoln. For 
more information about the Willmar 
Car Club go to:  
 
www.willmarcarclub.com. 
 
Region member Jim Dowding from 
Rapid City, SD, has invited us to par-
ticipate in the Black Hills Over Drive 
tour, Rapid City, South Dakota, June 8, 
9 & 10.  This would be a great place for 
a vacation plus tour South Dakota and 
enjoy your Lincoln in the process. The 
events include a Car Cruise, two Car 
Shows, Drag Races and Poker Runs.  
Registration for this three day event is 
$40, which includes many items, which 
are detailed on enclosed registration 
form.  For more information or to regis-
ter online, go to www.bhoverdrive.com    
The Comfort Inn I90 motel has 15 
rooms reserved for us, rate is about $90 
per night. Call 506-348-2221 and tell 
them rooms are reserved under “North 
Star Cars”.  These rooms will be held 
until May 7th, 2007. Our current plan is 
to leave early Friday Morning, June 8th 
(550 miles) and come back either Sun-
day afternoon or Monday morning. 
 
Our tour Saturday, June 30th and Sun-
day, July 1st, with Lake Shore Region 
to Ed Veit’s Car Collection in Quad 
Cities(Davenport), Iowa, is still in the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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sad remembrance of the 
slaughter of the inno-
cent children by King 
Herod. It eventually 
evolved into a lighter 
commemoration involv-
ing pranks and trick-
ery.  
 
Pranks performed on 
April Fool's Day range 
from the simple, (such 
as saying, "Your shoe's 
untied!), to the elabo-
rate. Setting a room-
mate's alarm clock back 
an hour is a common 
gag. Whatever the 
prank, the trickster 
usually ends it by yell-
ing to his victim, "April 
Fool!"  
 
Practical jokes are a 
common practice on 
April Fool's Day. Some-
times, elaborate practi-
cal jokes are played on 
friends or relatives that 
last the entire day. The 
news media even gets 
involved. For instance, 
a British short film 
once shown on April 
Fool's Day was a fairly 
detailed documentary 
about "spaghetti farm-
ers" and how they har-
vest their crop from the 
spaghetti trees.  
 
April Fool's Day is a 
"for-fun-only" obser-
vance. Nobody is ex-
pected to buy gifts or to 
take their "significant 
other" out to eat in a 
fancy restaurant. No-
body gets off work or 
school. It's simply a fun 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

(Continued on page 6) 

AFTER 3500 GRUELING MILES OF 
TESTING, HERE ARE THE LITLE 
KNOWN FACTS OF THE ALL NEW 
LINCOLN   By Walt Woron 
 
THE LINCOLN'S got a lot of wallop, but 
who wants to travel at l00 mph? Ninety 
nine percent of the drivers just don't travel 
at top speeds. And when you get down to 
it, that's what horsepower means!"  This 
was the answer to a question we tossed at 
E. S. MacPherson, Vice-Pres., Engineering, 
Ford Motor Company, asking him where 
the so-called "horsepower race" was going 
to end. He continued, "It's not a sound 
thing. Passenger tires, particularly, are one 
weakness-they're not built for speeds of 
zoo mph; highways are another weakness-
they're just not designed for high speed 
cruising. You'll find that out on your trip to 
the West Coast."  And we did.  Although 
we were able to maintain a total driving 
average of 54.1 mph over a distance of 
2486 miles, we had to fight things such as 
narrow twisting roads, gravel detours, 
brick-surfaced high-ways and pock-marked 
roads. 
 
Handles Better Than Ever 

 
Without a doubt, the most outstanding 
characteristic of the Lincoln is its handling 
ability.  It doesn't heel excessively on 
sharp, high-speed turns, and it doesn't feel 
like you're guiding a couple of sponges 
around a turn.  At one spot we went off the 
asphalt at a speed of 55 mph, sliding 
side-ways, but it was an easy matter to cor-
rect the car's direction. When you slam into 
a corner hard, you tromp the throttle and it 
pulls around with no strain. Around sweep-
ing turns at 80 mph neither rear wheel 
breaks loose, although that is the tendency 
of most cars.  For example, on a left turn, 
the left rear wheel of the majority of cars 
tries to lift off the ground (reason, it's the 
lightest at the time)- not so with the Lin-
coln. 

 Motor Trend Tests The 1952 Lincoln... 

Steering effort has been greatly reduced, 
and the suspension action has been im-
proved, both due to the new ball-joint 
front end design. Instead of using stan-
dard kingpins, this design utilizes a ball 
joint at the wheel location of both the 
top and bottom A-arms. 
 
Advantages of the ball joint suspension 
are: easier servicing, more durability, 
and a reduction in unsprung weight 
(which results in less steering effort). 
Lincoln, course, is not the first manufac-
turer introduce the ball-joint suspension, 
n is the United States the first country 
use it; however, Lincoln is the first 
United States manufacturer to place this 
system into production. 
 
On the debit side of the handling ledger: 
Asphalt strips that run parallel to the 
road direction cause the car to swerve 
from one side to another, although this a 
common fault of large tires; tire squeal 
at low speeds (which you can blame the 
low pressure tires, 8.00 x 15) ; and the 
excessive amount of steering effort 
when parking (also due to the large 
tires). 
 
You Ride Like a Baby 

 
From the Indiana-Illinois border for a 
distance of 25 miles we went over a 
road surface of brick and a brick under-
base covered with asphalt that had large 
chunks of asphalt torn out. This really 
gave the car a thorough shakedown; 
bolts that were going to be loosened and 
rattles that were going to develop would 
have done so here; but the only discom-
fort I felt was my concern for the tires. 
The ride qualities and steering were neg-
ligibly affected. During our 3500-mile 
road test we noticed steering vibration 
only when driving over asphalt strips in 
concrete roads. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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little holiday, but a holiday 
on which one must remain 
forever vigilant, for he 
may be the next April Fool!  
 
WellWellWellWell----known hoaxesknown hoaxesknown hoaxesknown hoaxes    
 
Alabama Changes the Alabama Changes the Alabama Changes the Alabama Changes the 
Value of PiValue of PiValue of PiValue of Pi: The April 1998 
newsletter of New Mexi-
cans for Science and Rea-
son contained an article 
claiming that the Alabama 
Legislature had voted to 
change the value of the 
mathematical constant pi 
to the "Biblical value" of 
3.0. This claim originally 
appeared as a news story 
in the 1961 sci-fi classic 
"Stranger in a Strange 
Land" by Robert A. 
Heinlein. 
Spaghetti treesSpaghetti treesSpaghetti treesSpaghetti trees: The BBC 
television programme 
Panorama ran a famous 
hoax in 1957, showing the 
Swiss harvesting spaghetti 
from trees. They had 
claimed that the despised 
pest the spaghetti weevil 
had been eradicated. A 
large number of people con-
tacted the BBC wanting to 
know how to cultivate 
their own spaghetti trees. 
Left Handed WhoppersLeft Handed WhoppersLeft Handed WhoppersLeft Handed Whoppers: In 
1998, Burger King ran an 
ad in USA Today, saying 
that people could get a 
Whopper for left-handed 
people whose condiments 
were designed to drip out 
the right side. 
Taco Liberty BellTaco Liberty BellTaco Liberty BellTaco Liberty Bell: In 1996, 
Taco Bell took out a full-
page advertisement in The 
New York Times announc-
ing that they had pur-
chased the Liberty Bell to 
"reduce the country's debt" 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Testing the 1952 Lincoln continued... 

course, you'll use more gas. If it's any 
consolation, an automatic gear shift 
will make its change around an indi-
cated 85 mph. The Dual-Range H-M, 
as with all H-M transmissions tested, 
has a surge when it changes gears, 
along with the annoying "clunk" when 
you drop the selector into reverse. The 
manufacturers are aware of this situa-
tion, so it should be corrected in the 
not too distant future. 
 
Brake Pedals Are Pendulum Type 

 
When you step on the brakes you don't 
actually feel any difference because of 
the new pedal arrangement-that is, 
with the pedals hanging down from 
above instead of coming through the 
toe board. The brake pedal is wide 
enough to use a left -foot-brake-and-
right-foot-throttle operation if you 
want. The way the brake and throttle 
are located there shouldn't be much 
likelihood of catching the sole of your 
shoe under the brake pedal as you lift 
your foot off the throttle. The brake 
pedals take more pressure than those 
of many other cars, but MOTOR 
TREND Research looks on this as an 
advantage in that you are not as apt to 
send the passenger through the wind-
shield by their sudden application. At 
no time during the 3500-mile test was 
there any tendency of the brakes to 
fade. Stopping distances are about 
what would be expected of a 4630-lb. 
car and are about equal to those ob-
tained with the '51 Lincoln, except that 
at the 45 mph speed of the '52 Lin-
coln, 14.5 more feet of stopping dis-
tance were required. This could be due 
to either the additional weight (225 
lbs.) or adjustment. 
 
Acceleration Is About Average 

 
 Acceleration qualities of the Lincoln 

(Continued on page 8) 

At speeds of 70 to 80 mph over ocean 
-wave roads (absolute safe maximum 
for this type) the Lincoln doesn't bot-
tom, although the suspension is on the 
soft side and could tend to make per-
sons who are susceptible to car-
sickness a bit woozy. The back seat is 
very comfortable on winding roads at 
high cruising speeds. Unlike some of 
the large cars. you don't get whipped 
from side to side. 
 
Dual-Range H-M Saves the Engine  

 
Since both of the lower-priced cars in 
the Ford family have their own auto-
matic transmissions, MT Research 
wondered if Lincoln would be coming 
out with one of their own design this 
year. This is a question we asked of 
Mr. MacPherson. He replied that they 
would have, except for the lack of ma-
chine tools. "In the mean while," he 
continued, "we think the HydraMatic is 
a good transmission, even if it is built 
by someone else. In my opinion, the 
Dual-Range HydraMatic is good for 
good drivers; many motorists won't 
take advantage of it."  What he was 
referring to in regard to "advantage of 
it" was the manual selection of gear 
ratios (third and fourth) while driving 
in mountains and in traffic.  The proper 
use of this transmission will put money 
in your pocket, since you can save the 
brakes and can prevent lugging of the 
engine.  Many persons in H-M 
equipped cars drive around town using 
fourth gear most of the time (because 
of the inherent design.)  Driving prop-
erly, you'll use third gear around town-
giving you just as much performance 
flexibility, but with the addition of en-
gine braking and when you get into the 
country, you'll shift to fourth. just as 
you do with an overdrive equipped car. 
If you forget to shift to fourth, of 

(Continued from page 5) 
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March 8, 2007 
 
 Regional Director Bob Johnson called 
the meeting to order at Culver’s Res-
taurant, Maplewood, at 7:00 PM.  
Board members present were Bob 
Johnson, Harvey Oberg, Bob 
Gavrilescu, Dave Gustafson, Bob Roth, 
Tom Brace and Roger Wothe. Member 
Fay Oberg was also present.  The min-
utes of the previous meeting and the 
agenda of this meeting were approved. 
 

 DIRECTORS REPORTS 
 

Regional Director Bob Johnson intro-
duced the New Member a Month Pro-
gram.  Any existing member who 
brings a new member will receive 
credit for one month’s dues.  Chris 
Dunn has offered to provide lunches 
for the judges and Steve Ouellette will 
provide the judges breakfast. 
 
Membership and Publications Director 
Dave Gustafson reported that about 
ninety-five members have renewed and 
twenty-eight have not sent their dues 
yet.  The 2006 fall picnic pictures on a 
CD by Brian Carlson are still available 
for $5.00.  Send your check to Dave for 
a great selection of pictures of mem-
ber’s cars. 
 
Treasurer Harvey Oberg reported the 
treasury balance to be $2,788.62 with 
all bills paid. 
 
Projects Director Bob Gavrilescu has 
successfully sold all of the remaining 
weather strips. 
 
Activities: Next region activity is 
brunch at Tinucci’s Restaurant in New-
port on Sunday  March 18th at 11:30. 
RSVP to Bob Johnson by Thursday, 
March 15, 651-257-1715 or arbor-
bob41@aol.com.  April brunch will be 
at Majestic Oaks Golf Club in Anoka 

and renamed it the "Taco 
Liberty Bell." When asked 
about the sale, White 
House press secretary Mike 
McCurry replied with 
tongue-in-cheek that the 
Lincoln Memorial had also 
been sold and would hence-
forth be known as the Ford 
Lincoln Mercury Memo-
rial. 
San SerriffeSan SerriffeSan SerriffeSan Serriffe: The Guardian 
printed a supplement in 
1977 praising this fictional 
resort, its two main islands 
(Upper Caisse and Lower 
Caisse), its capital (Bodoni), 
and its leader (General 
Pica). Intrigued readers 
were later disappointed to 
learn that San Serriffe 
(sans serif) did not exist 
except as references to 
typeface terminology.  
Metric timeMetric timeMetric timeMetric time: Repeated sev-
eral times in various coun-
tries, this hoax involves 
claiming that the time sys-
tem will be changed to one 
in which units of time are 
based on powers of 10. 
SmellSmellSmellSmell----oooo----visionvisionvisionvision: In 1965, the 
BBC purported to conduct 
a trial of a new technology 
allowing the transmission 
of odor over the airwaves 
to all viewers. Many view-
ers reportedly contacted 
the BBC to report the trial's 
success. This hoax was also 
conducted by the Seven 
Network in Australia in 
2005. 
Tower of PisaTower of PisaTower of PisaTower of Pisa: The Dutch 
television news reported 
once in the 1950s that the 
Tower of Pisa had fallen. 
Many shocked people con-
tacted the station. 
Wrapping Televisions in Wrapping Televisions in Wrapping Televisions in Wrapping Televisions in 
FoilFoilFoilFoil: In another year, the 
Dutch television news re-

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

on  April 15, 11:30 AM. Again, let 
Bob know if you are coming. Bob also 
reviewed the activities for the coming 
year which will be published in the 
newsletter. 
 
There being no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM.  
The next meeting will be at Culver’s 
Restaurant in Maplewood on Thurs-
day,April 5th at 7:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Secretary 
Roger Wothe.  

NORTHSTAR NEWS 

March Board of Directors Meeting... 

planning stages and more information 
will be in next newsletter. 
 
On Sunday, August 19th,   11:30 AM 
we will enjoy a Sunday Brunch, with 
the CCCA at the Lafayette Country 
Club and Boat ride on Lake Minne-
tonka.  After enjoying a Marvelous 
Sunday Brunch, Todd Warner, who is 
our host and will provide boat rides 
on Lake Minnetonka, in one of the 
grandest antique boats in the country: 
a 1937, 55 foot Mahogany Commuter 
yacht designed by John L Hacker. 
Event Tickets are $35.00 per person, 
for both the Brunch and Boat ride, 
and must be purchased in advance. 
Bob Gavrilescu, will be taking names 
and money for this outing.  Please 
make checks out to “North Star 
LCOC”.  The payment deadline is 
Monday, August 6th, 2007.  Mail 
Checks to:  Bob Gavrilescu, 1520 
Chelsea St, St Paul, MN 55108.  
More information in the next newslet-
ter. 
 
As always, keep the journey continu-
ing in our marvelous Lincolns.   

(Continued from page 4) 

More Directors Message.. 
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fall in the average range, which is      
undoubtedly due to the fact that it has a 
weight loading of 48.7 lbs. per road 
horsepower and 28.9 lbs. per brake 
horsepower. In elapsed times over the 
standing start quarter mile and also 
through speeds of 0 to 30 and 0 to 60 
mph, the '52 Lincoln with Dual-Range 
H-M does not stack up to the '51 Lin-
coln tested (July '51 MT) which was 
equipped with a 3.9 rear axle and stan-
dard shift. The higher rear axle of the 
'51 and the spread in power/weight 
ratios are undoubtedly the causes of 
the difference in acceleration qualities. 
As heavy as the car is, however, it 
feels like it has more than adequate 
pickup. 
 
Good Driving Will Get Good Fuel 

Economy 

 
Fuel consumption of the '52 Lincoln 
test car was much higher at lower 
speeds than that of the '51 Lincoln. 
This can be explained by a couple of 
factors: first, the higher rear axle ratio 
of the overdrive equipped '51 (2.71:1 
vs. 3.15:1); and second, the '52 test car 
used an automatic transmission (never 
as efficient in giving fuel economy). At 
speeds of 60 mph and in traffic, the 
two cars are fairly equal in economy.  
Actually, the amount of mileage you 
get while driving in traffic or on the 
road depends on the way you drive the 
car. If you storm out at every signal, 
racing from signal to signal, you're 
naturally not going to get as good mile-
age as you would by easing away from 
a stop, shifting into high gear as soon 
as possible, anticipating signals and 
using brakes as sparingly as possible. 
This has been very graphically demon-
strated by the Mobilgas Economy Runs 
of the past. As a further demonstration 
of this we tried a fuel consumption test 

(Continued from page 6) 

1952 Lincoln Test Continued…. ported that the government 
had new technology to de-
tect unlicensed televisions 
(in many European coun-
tries, television license fees 
fund public broadcasting), 
but that wrapping a televi-
sion in aluminum foil could 
prevent its detection. 
Breast Exams by SatelliteBreast Exams by SatelliteBreast Exams by SatelliteBreast Exams by Satellite: 
In the 1990s, Portuguese 
national television network 
RTP announced the Minis-
try of Health would per-
form free breast exams by 
satellite, causing thousands 
of women to go out topless. 
Free wine for allFree wine for allFree wine for allFree wine for all: The Nor-
wegian newspaper 
"Bergens Tidende" an-
nounced in 1987 that the 
state's alcohol monopoly 
had 10,000 litres of illegally 
smuggled wine that had 
been confiscated. The in-
habitants of Bergen were 
invited to the main store in 
town to receive their share 
of the goods, rather than to 
spill good wine down the 
drain. That morning staff 
were met by about 200 men 
& women with bottles, 
buckets, and other suitable 
vessels for carrying the 
prized goods. Legislation in 
Norway causes alcohol to 
be relatively expensive and 
have limited availability. 
Rain drop powerRain drop powerRain drop powerRain drop power: On April 
1st 2006 Norwegian media 
had a one-page story con-
cerning "rain drop power", 
which could replace oil as a 
primary energy source. 
One could write to the en-
ergy company BKK in Ber-
gen in order to be a volun-
teer and receive the power 
generated for free. 
From the Internet…….. 

(Continued from page 7) 

NORTHSTAR NEWS 

over the same roads, driving in the 
two above manners. The first time we 
averaged 9.3 mpg and the second time 
we got 16.2 mpg. This proves that if 
you want economy or at least better 
economy than you are getting, you can 
get it by careful driving. 
   
Breaks 100 mph One Way 

 
The fact that the Lincoln was able to 
break 100 mph in one direction, and 
averaged 98.31 in two-way runs, is an 
indication that the car has enough 
horsepower for most people and for 
most situations. At its top speed and at 
high cruising speeds the Lincoln feels 
very safe. 
 
Engine Compartment 

 
MOTOR TREND Research feels that 
Lincoln has taken a step in the right 
direction more efficiency from a 
smaller engine. Instead of boosting the 
hp excessively (which they could have 
done) from the comparatively large 
(336 cu. in.) L-head engine, they de-
signed a more efficient, smaller (by 
18.5 cu. in.), overhead valve V-8, 
which still resulted in five more brake 
horse power. Not only has the cubic-
inch displacement of the engine been 
reduced, but the block has been made 
shorter and weighs 80 to 100 lbs. less. 
In addition, the piston speed has been 
reduced by 20 per cent (at the same 
car speed) over the '51 engine de-sign, 
which mean's a longer engine life, 
since the pistons won't be moving up 
and down in the cylinder as many 
times, while the car travels the same 
distance. "Why didn't they use the 
same type of combustion chamber that 
Chrysler is using that is, hemispherical 
instead of wedge type?" we asked Mr. 
MacPherson. His reply was, "Our de-

(Continued on page 9) 



9 

sign is simpler and what we believe to be a better com-
promise. There might be an advantage to the hemi-
spherical combustion chamber, but we think it's slight." 
Power wise it would appear that the Lincoln is ade-
quate. But in this day of hot competition there is some 
wonder as to what a manufacturer will have to do to 
keep pace in the so called "horsepower race." Undoubt-
edly, the Lincoln sales people have considered the ef-
fect of higher powered, competitive cars on the sales of 
their own products. And it's a certainty that dealers 
have voiced their concern over this. It will, therefore, 
come as no surprise to MT Research to see Lincoln up 
the hp of their present engine in the not too distant fu-
ture. A typical comment by service station operators 
heard while driving cross country was, "They're sure 
making these engines handy for us." To some extent 
this is true, since the oil dip stick is easily reached, the 
H-M transmission's oil level. and the master brake cyl-
inder can be checked from the engine compartment. 
Unfortunately, there are other points about the engine 
that make it difficult to service. As an example, the 
generator is located below the block on the right side 
and the fuel pump is located blow the block on the left 
side. To get at this you have to come up from under-
neath. We were told that the generator location was 
determined by the position of the engine mounts and 
that the generator runs cooler in this position. The fuel 
pump was located where it is because it runs 20° F 
cooler and lifts the fuel about 12 inches less in this lo-
cation. 
Because the engine sump is so low, the lubrication 
hoist cross member that fits under the front A-arms 
could not be used when we serviced the car. Instead we 
had to place six by six blocks on top of the hoist rails to 
allow the sump to clear. 
 
 Interior  Good, Not Plush 

 

The interior of the Lincoln Capri is good without being 
particularly plush. The upholstery fabric in the test car 
appeared to be durable and all appointments were well 
finished. Headroom is good but leg room could be 
somewhat improved by allowing more adjustment in 
the front seat track.  Vision is good in all directions, 
except that the rear view mirror blocks vision to the 
right front, keeping you from seeing what's coming out 
of a side street. This could be corrected by a mirror that 
is adjustable up and down.  All controls are within easy 
reach of the driver, but the ash tray could be a little 

(Continued from page 8) 

1952 Lincoln Test Continued…. 

closer.  The hydraulic window lifts (optional on the 
Capri) are a good feature, but manual window cranks 
are not as apt to become defective.  Some glare points, 
all of which are minor; the shiny steering wheel, the 
horn ring, the steering column knob and (from out-
side) the chrome leaders on the fenders. 
 
 What It Will Cost to Run 

 
Taking what we have said about the Lincoln and boil-
ing it down in a few words we can say that it handles 
very well, has good acceleration, has an exceptional 
ride, gets fair fuel economy, and style wise is one of 
the best. When you try an overall evaluation of any 
car, however, you're handicapped by the fact that so 
much depends on the wants and tastes of the individ-
ual. After all the car's features are thoroughly analyzed 
and after all the performance figures are studied an 
important factor still remains, "How much will it cost 
to keep it running?" This is where our Operation Cost 
Per Mile comes in handy. This is a figure based on 
certain assumed values: that the average car will be 
driven 10,000 miles a year (the normal average), that 
the gasoline it uses (regular or premium as required) 
will cost 25¢ or 27¢; that the insurance carried will be 
at least minimum coverage’s (Comprehensive, $50 
Deductible Collision, $10-20,000 Public Liability, 
$5,000 Property Damage), that the depreciation will 
be equal to what it was for the last available period 
(1950-51) as quoted in the Kelley Blue Book, and that 
during the first year of operation the car will need 
tires, brakes, a major tune-up and will have been in-
volved in a couple of minor accidents. 
 
After these assumptions have been made and the costs 
have been totaled we came up with a figure that indi-
cated what it will cost to run a mile. In the case of the 
Lincoln, we arrived at a fairly high figure of 10.9 ¢, 
largely due to the high depreciation. This has been a 
shortcoming of the Lincoln for many years, although 
it is not a surety that the 1952 Lincoln will depreciate 
as rapidly as its predecessors. Then too, the person 
who can afford a car in this price bracket ($3729.28 to 
$4146.38 F.O.B. Detroit) is generally not too con-
cerned with trade-in values. If he gets a good car (as in 
the case of the 1952 Lincoln) that satisfies him. 
-Walt Woron 
 
Reprinted from Motor Trend, Circa 1952 

NORTHSTAR NEWS 
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Sunday, March 18th, brought the club together for 
brunch at Tinucci’s in Newport.  Tinucci’s, just a bit 
South of highway 494 and West of Highway 61, is 
one of the area’s best kept secrets.  It is truly a 
shame why we have not visited it before. 

The club had their own room, and was filled to ca-
pacity with 42 eager eaters.  The service was good, 
with staff quickly removing empty dishes, so mem-
bers could go back for seconds on the brunch faire 
or another delicious desert. 

Long distance travel-
ers included John and 
Dorothy Palmer, who 
once again made the 
trek down from Bar-
num, MN to join us.  
Colonel Ed Myhre, 
auctioneer extraordi-
naire, motored in from 
Finlayson, MN, which 
is almost as far North 

as Barnum.  The Roald   
Storvick’s joined us from Austin, MN and Ray and 
Arlene Schmit, along with guests came from St. 
Cloud, MN.  The Schmit’s should be awarded the 
hard luck trophy, due to intercepting, in flight, a 
wild turkey with their 9,000 mile 1997 Town Car.  

Brunch at Tinucci’s…. 

Both parties lost, the grill of the town car needs 
replacement, along with some other small parts, 
and the turkey, well….. 

Richard Serwat, brought his latest acquisition, a 
Mark V, which came with literally a ton of spare 
parts.  A very nice solid car from Wisconsin.  He 
claims that he paid $1,700, but it surely looks like 
it is worth much more than that.  A very easy clean 
up should make it a very classy looking car.  There 
are bargains out there, and Richard seems to have 
found one. 

Conversation was prevalent at all tables, and we all 
got to know each other a little bit better over the 
course of the brunch.  And that’s what makes the 
club fun.  We’ll do it again next month at the Ma-
jestic Oaks.  See you there! 

NORTHSTAR NEWS 

Bob and Nanette Roth.  Nanette won a new Lincoln cap. 

Ray Schmit 

Turkeys and Cars don’t mix. 

Richard Serwat and Bob Roth checking out the new 
Mark that Richard picked up last week. 
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From the Associated Press…  It was announced by 
Wilbur Wright, General Manager, Shafer Interna-
tional Airport (SIA), that Bob Johnson, long time 
Shafer resident, was hired by the SIA to fill the new 
position of Development and Promotion Director. 

Johnson, known for his successful efforts on behalf 
of the Lincoln and Continental Owners Club, was 
considered to be a natural for this position by the 
airport board.  “Robert possesses those qualities that 
are truly necessary for putting this billion dollar fa-
cility on the map,” Wright was recently quoted at 
the press conference held recently at the SIA.  John-
son also was on hand to discuss his proposed lobby-
ing efforts to secure additional funds to extend the 
light rail from both Minneapolis and St. Paul to the 
main terminal building at SIA.   

Bob Johnson to Embark on New Career…. 

He envisions that due to the location of SIA, and 
the room for expansion over the next several dec-
ades, that this facility will easily surpass the pre-
sent Minneapolis-St. Paul airport, and may even 
equal the size of O’Hare near Chicago.  Johnson 
feels that with good accessibility to Northern Min-
nesota and Western Wisconsin, this is truly a “field 
of dreams”.  “If we continue to build, travelers will 
continue to come”, Johnson was further quoted.   

The SIA, which only a few years ago, was pasture 
land for area farmers, is now a bustling develop-
ment of flight service organizations, hotels, motels, 
restaurants and other facilities catering to the needs 
of the international airport and the traveling public.   
 
With plenty of land still available, Johnson further 
believes that he even has a good chance of con-
vincing the Minnesota Vikings to consider a part-
nership with Washington County to build a new 
stadium in the surrounding area.  “This would be a 
very significant economic development for our 
town.  Shafer could be known as the destination for 
everything, easily rivaling the Mall of America”, 
Johnson was further quoted.  Talks with Ziggy 
Wilf, owner of the Vikings have been scheduled. 
 
Orville Wright, Deputy General Manager, also en-
dorses Johnson’s appointment, and says that “Bob 
is our Go To Guy on this project, and expects fur-
ther development to proceed rapidly.  Bob Johnson 
is expected to wrap up his activities with the Lin-

coln Club and assume his new duties on April 1st
.   

 

NORTHSTAR NEWS 

Shafer International Airport Main Terminal Building 

Light Rail shown crossing Manning Avenue, North of 
Highway 36.  Johnson predicts the line will be extended 
all the way to the Shafer airport in the very near future. 

Local Shafer dignitaries greeting passengers disem-
barking from one of the luxurious new Lincoln Tri-
Motors during one of the inaugural flights into the new 
airport.  Pictures courtesy of Matthew Brady. 
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For Sale 
 

1979 Mark V, Bill Blass Edition.  This 
Mark features a blue exterior, offset by a 
white carriage top and white leather interior 
with blue piping.  Second owner since 1991.  
Originally purchased at North Hollywood 
Lincoln Mercury in the Los Angeles area.  
This is a very pristine California Mark, with 
only 58,000 miles.  Preprimary trophy win-
ner, with only 5,000 miles on tires and 
brakes.  Realistically priced at $10,000.  
Contact Richard Gray, 415-435-3539, email: 
grayr@sutterhealth.org.  

 

NORTHSTAR LCOC 
CLUB JACKETS 

ARE NOW AVAILABLE, ONCE AGAIN 
 

Contact Bob Johnson 
651-257-1715 

email: arborbob41@aol.com 

 

For Sale 
 

 

1956-57 Lincoln Engine   $300 
 
1956 Lincoln Fender Skirts  $150 
 
1946-48 Lincoln Front Axle,  
Complete  $150 
 
Several 46-48 Lincoln Grilles 
 

 

Call Ted Anderson at 763-561-8143 

 

FOR SALE 
 

1951 Lincoln 4 door Sedan 
Restore or for Parts 

$250 
 

Quite Complete, Lost Storage 
 

Dick Lindahl, Spicer, Mn 
 

320-796-5819 

Great Automotive Buys... 

FOR SALE 
 

1968 Thunderbird, California Car 

429 Engine, Dark Green Exterior 

48,000 miles. 

Call Dean Carlson 
 

651-645-6568  - 651-271-9022 

WANTED 
 

Continental Wheel Hump  

Style Trunk Lid for 

1977 Lincoln. 

(some limo’s had these) 
 

Call Francis Kalvoda, Willmar 

320-235-5777 
 

please help me find one 

1963 Continental Convertible 
 

53,000 Miles - Blue with White Top 
Very Nice Black Interior 

Mostly Original Car, Runs and Drives 
very nice.  A good number 2 car. 

Fairly Priced at $25,000 
 

Call Rich at 763-422-8165 
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NORTHSTAR NEWS 

150 -  LINCOLNS - 150 
 

I have over 150 1960’s Lincolns now, 
mostly parts cars.  More than I will ever 
use.  I have now decided to sell my extra 
parts; sheet metal, trim, whatever… 
 
If you are restoring a Lincoln of this era 
and need parts, please contact me now.  
I may have what you need. 
 

Please call Gordy Jensen at 952-851-2721  

Great Cars For Sale…….  Other Stuff too…. 

Ron Fenelon, club member from Alexandria, MN 
reports that the downsizing of their Lincoln fleet is 
complete.  Three Lincolns were sold to other 
Northstar Region members, and one was sold to 
an individual in Milwaukee, WI.  The For Sale ads 
in our Newsletter really do work. 
 
The following items are still For Sale: 
 
1953 Lincoln V8 engine.  Complete from water 
pump to flywheel, includes a carb., but no exhaust 
manifolds.  On an engine whipping skid.  $275 or 
best offer. 
 
1977/79 Mark V or T’Bird Class A Frame mounted 
trailer hitch $50 or best offer. 
 
1979 Collector Series Blue leather wrapped Tool 
Kit.  Still in original box.  $450 or best offer. 
 
Collector Series or Diamond Jubilee original wood 
insert key blanks, pair and uncut.  $100 or best 
offer. 
 
Numerous Mark III and Mark V parts.  Including a 
Mark III clock, the chromed dash gauge pods for 
the Mark III, and tail light assemblies for both a 
Mark III and a Mark V.  A complete Mark V A/C 
Module, for both sides of the firewall.  Complete 
Mark V Dash module and Dash and Glove com-
partment face plates for Collector Series or Dia-
mond Jubilee Mark V’s.  They have the unique 
wood trim that is different from the Standard Mark 
V’s. 
 
 Call Ron Fenelon at 320/763-4197 or email at 
rlf8536@gctel.net.  

 

STORAGE 
AVAILABLE 

 
Safe, Secure Storage for 

your classic 
now available 

 
Southwest Metro Location 

 
Contact  
Connie 

 

952-835-4148 

1969 Mark III 
 

The feature car of our May, 2006 issue  

is now for sale.  Contact Bill Juring at 
 

651-484-2799 

For Sale 
1972 Lincoln Mark IV 

38,000 Miles, All Original, Trophy Winner 
Gold with Dark Brown Top and Leather 

As new condition.  $10K or fair offer. 
Call Don Pennock 651-488-1596 

Cell 651-253-5516 
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 Preview of Coming Attractions                               
 

The following include scheduled club events 

 
  

 
April  Sunday Brunch, April 15th, 11:30 AM, Majestic Oaks, Anoka 

 Map, directions and more information attached. 
 CCCA Annual Spring Garage Tour, Saturday, April 28th.  Complete details on the  

 back page. 

 
 

May Caravan Tour/ Over night to: 5th Annual Out State Lincoln Car Show, Mills Motors, 
Western Minnesota,  Lincoln Car Show Saturday May 19th, 10 AM to 3 PM, Mills Mo-
tors, Willmar, MN.  Saturday night cruise, 6:30 PM, sponsored by the Willmar Car Club, 
and then on Sunday, May 20th, Willmar Car Show, 10 AM to 3 PM 

 

 
June  Black Hills Over Drive tour, Rapid City, June 8 , 9 & 10. 

Eastern National Meet, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, June 13 – 16, 2007 
 Back to the 50’s, Minnesota Fair Grounds 

Saturday, June 30th and Sunday, July 1st, tour with Lake Shore Region to Ed Veit’s Car 
Collection in Quad Cities, Iowa.  This beautiful Mississippi area is home for Ed Veit who 
is a long time LCOC member and has two collector car sales outlets for us to view. We 
are working out details with the Lake Shore Region for this combined tour that should be 
great fun. 
 

 
July 8th Annual Lincoln Car Show, Whitaker Lincoln Mercury, Inver Grove Heights, Saturday, 

July 21st, 10 AM to 3 PM.  
 Lincolns on the River (and Fords too)  Lincoln Zephyr Owners Club - Central G.O.F. 
 XIII Meet July 17th through July 21st, 2007.  Winona, MN. 
 
August  Sunday Brunch, August 8th, 11:30 AM, Woodies Restaurant, Plymouth, Mn.  (at the  
  Southwest corner of the intersection of I-494 and Carlson Parkway, the first exit north  
  of I-394.) 

Western National Meet, Seattle, Washington, August 9-12, 2007 

BACK ISSUES OF THE NORTHSTAR NEWS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE   
NORTHSTAR LCOC WEB SITE.   

www.northstarlcoc.org   Click on publications.   

Issues are in PDF format and may be printed on your color printer. 
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Northstar LCOC April Event, Brunch at Majestic Oaks Golf Club 

Join us on Sunday, April 15th at the Majestic Oaks Golf Club for Brunch.  Be there at 
11:30AM.  Majestic Oaks is at 701 Bunker Hills Road, Ham Lake, Mn.  Highway 65 
(Central Avenue) to Bunker Hills Road.  West on Bunker Hills Road to Majestic Oaks.  
Long known for good meals and comfortable surroundings, the Northstar Club mem-
bership should really enjoy the day.   
 
RSVP Bob Johnson, 651-257-1716 or email: arborbob41@aol.com by April 11th.   
 
Lets have a good turnout from all of the membership in the Northern suburbs. 

Majestic Oaks 
701 Bunker Hill Rd 
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CCCA SPRING TOUR  CCCA SPRING TOUR  CCCA SPRING TOUR  CCCA SPRING TOUR  ----  LINCOLN CLUB MEMBERS WELCOME  LINCOLN CLUB MEMBERS WELCOME  LINCOLN CLUB MEMBERS WELCOME  LINCOLN CLUB MEMBERS WELCOME    

Classic Limousines 

2501 North 2nd Street 

Meet Here at 8:00AM 

 
CCCA April 28th - Spring Garage Tour  

 
Once again, we have been invited by our friends from the Classic 
Car Club to participate in their Spring Garage Tour.   
 
We expect to have a warm sunny day on Saturday, April 28th for the annual 
CCCA spring tour.  As in prior years, we do not know the destinations, but the 
tours are always fun and interesting.   We will see some great and interesting 
car collections, and spend some time with friends.   
 
The starting point is Classic Limousines at 2501 North 2nd Street, Minneapolis.  
Be there by 8:00AM for coffee and donuts on 2nd Street.  Plenty of street park-
ing and a big lot across the street.   
 
Fire up your Lincoln, either old or new and join your friends on what promises 
to be another great tour.  There is no better way to spend the day. 

 


